Presence of HIV-1 proviral sequences in saliva of infected individuals in relation with clinical stage and CD4+ lymphocyte count.
We detected by PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) HIV-1 proviral sequences in saliva cells of 89 HIV+ subjects at different stages of disease. Twenty negative individuals not at risk of HIV infection were considered as controls. The amplification of DNA was performed using the primers of genomic env region SK68 and SK69. The presence of HIV-1 in DNA was found in 16/89 (18.0%) saliva samples from HIV-1 subjects but in none of the 20 saliva samples from healthy subjects. No statistically significant difference in the presence of HIV-1 proviral sequences in saliva was observed when comparing patients receiving AZT or no treatment and patients at different stages of infection. Conversely, a statistically significant difference among subjects with CD4+ cell counts > 400/cmm and those with CD4+ cell counts from 200 to 400/cmm, was found stratifying the subjects according to their CD4+ cell counts.